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President’s Report by Patrick Hirschi 
  July and August are months when we are able to 
take the required deep breath after a very busy year, 
and particularly a hectic month of June.  This year 
was no exception, beginning on June 1 with a very 
successful Brain Injury Awareness Week “Kickoff” 
Breakfast.  We were all very pleased and proud to 
have had Ed Hervey, former wide 
receiver and current scout and com-
munity relations assistant for the 
Edmonton Eskimos, as our featured 
speaker.   
  We first met Ed in conjunction 
with the Hawaiian Oyster Odyssey 
in the spring of this year (a joint 
fund raiser with Canadian and Al-
berta Brain Injury Associations).  
Ed has now committed to help NA-
BIS in whatever way he can to raise 
awareness about brain injury.  To be 
associated with a professional ath-
lete and the Edmonton Eskimos organization is a 
tremendous accomplishment for NABIS.   
  Brain Injury Awareness Week then carried on with 
various events around the province.  In Edmonton it 
ended with an education day and service provider 
displays at the Glenrose Rehabilitation Hospital 
(GRH).  I would like to thank NABIS Service Coor-
dinator, Marianne Bobik, for the great job she did in 
chairing the Edmonton BIAW committee.   
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10447 – 27th Avenue 

Edmonton, AB, T6J 4C6 
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MirkaCare Specializes in  
Support Services focused on ... 
high-visibility, high-touch & 
high-quality care … 
 

• Services Planning & Management 
• Transition Planning & Care 
• Long & Short Term Care 
• Outreach Client Site Care 
• Client Personal & Medical Care 
• Supportive & Assisted Living 
• Medical & Relief Respite Care 
• Developmental & Rehabilitation 
• Outreach Personal & Family Issues 

Resolution & Grieving & Loss Sup-
port 

• Personal Care Home & Client Site 
Care Facilities Development &  
Project Management 

 

Has Brain Injury got you Boxed In? 
Have you considered MirkaCare Services? 

• Broad range of services and facilities from group homes to your home. 
• Trained staff coming from all walks of life and disciplines. 
• A success record with brain injury – survivors and family members. 

 

People nurturing, supporting and promoting the ongoing mental, physical, spiri-
tual and developmental well being of all individuals in our care. 
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  On June 19 we held our annual general meeting 
and were pleased that Braden Hirsch and Regan 
McCullough from Alberta Seniors Community and 
Supports; as well as Isabelle Henderson, Senior Op-
eration Officer, GRH, representing Capital Health 
attended and brought greetings.   

  I would like to formally welcome 
Fran Zinger onto the board, and to 
welcome back Dr. Marty Marazik 
from a leave of absence.  Other di-
rectors who have been elected for 
another two year term are Craig 
DeCecco, Tom Baxter, Lydia 
Kawun, Owen Lewis, Dr. Gail Ma-
tazow and Dr. Marty Marazik.  
  At both the Kick-off Breakfast 
and the AGM, Mufty Mathewson’s 
new and powerful slide show 
“Ripples” was shown.  This pro-
duction graphically displays the 

ripple effect of the number of people impacted by, 
and professionally involved, after a pedestrian is hit 

by a car whose driver is dis-
tracted by talking on a cell 
phone.  Great job Mufty!   
Prevention Tip:   
Shut off the phone!! 
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Brain Injury Association of Alberta’s 
President, Meloni Lyon with NABIS’ 

Ginny Gillen at the 2007 AGM 


