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Brain Injury Awareness Week ….profiles…. 
Dave Irwin Skiing Champion 
Brain Injury Survivor and Advocate 

  At the tender age of 
eighteen months, Dave Ir-
win learned how to ski; a 
skill that he would forever 
use and refine to champion 
status.  For Dave, not only 
has skiing been a life long 
passion, but a family affair 
as well. Several of his fam-
ily members have been ac-
tive in the Canadian ski 
community representing 
our country at many inter-
national events. His father 
Bill and his Uncle Bert 
represented Canada in the 
1948 Olympics and both his brothers and cousins 
Dan, Doug, Bert, Tom and Bob were on the Cana-
dian National Ski team from 1967-82. 
  Dave’s first ski competition was at the age of six 
and his first championship was at the age of twelve.  
There was no stopping him from realizing his destiny 
of being a world-class skier. In 1971 he joined his 
brothers and cousins on the Canadian National Ski 
team. From here he went on to win several champi-
onships including the 1975 World Cup Downhill, 
1982 North America Downhill championship, the 
Gerald Ford American Ski Classic Legends Giant 
Slalom in 1997 and 2001. He was also one of the 
‘Crazy Canucks,’ a group of Canadian skiers that 
took Europe by storm in the early 1970’s. By the 
time the last of this group of men retired, they had 17 
World Cup wins, one World Cup title, one Olympic 
bronze and two World Cup metals. On June 3, ‘06 
the Crazy Canucks will be inducted into Canada’s 
Walk of Fame at a gala award ceremony in Toronto. 
  In his professional life Dave too has had many suc-
cesses. In 1983 he joined the Sunshine Village Ski 
resort in Banff as the Director of Marketing. He went 
on to instructing and directing the Dave Murray Mas-
ters Ski Camps and was the race director for the 
Eclipse Television Ford Downhill Series. During this 
time, he formed his own company, Mountain Image 
Distributors Ltd., which manufactures promotional 
products.  

Dave speaks at the HOO 

..in conjunction with… 
Brain Injury  

Awareness Week 
June 2nd – 9th, 2006 

 

Alberta Artists with Brain Injury Society 
 

3rd Annual “Celebration of Abilities ” 2006 
 

STOLLERY GALLERY 
Nina Haggerty Arts Centre 
9702 - 111 Ave, Edmonton  474-7811 

Gallery Hours: Monday to Friday 10 am to 2:30 pm 
 

June 1st - 10th, 2006 
9702-111 Avenue, Edmonton 

 

...Reception… June 8th  4 - 7:30 pm 

  Things in Dave’s life took a rather different turn 
on March 24th 2001. While training at Sunshine Vil-
lage for a Ski-Cross event Dave sustained a severe 
brain injury. Even though Dave’s head had received 
a great blow, his spirit did not and he went on to 
make a triumphant recovery.    
  One of Dave’s most recent, and possibly his great-
est accomplishment has been the creation of the 
Dave Irwin Foundation, which was formed in 
March 2002. The purpose of the foundation is to aid  
“academic research and innovative outreach pro-
grams and services which increase accessibility to 
persons in recovery; and for supporting educational 
programs to raise public awareness of acquired 
brain injury.” Some of the ways that the foundation 
acquires funds for these initiatives is through dona-
tions as well as a fund raising event that is called 
the Dash for Cash. This is a team slalom event that 
is held annually at Sunshine Village. NABIS’ very 
active Board member, Craig DeCecco has entered 
a very competitive team in this ski race each spring, 
raising pledges which are split evently between 
NABIS and the D. I. Foundation. For more infor-
mation on this event and other donation opportuni-
ties visit the web site at:    
             www.daveirwinfoundation.org  


